AFRICAN PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC UNION
of SOUTHERN AFRICA (A.P.D.ULS.A.)

DUAFT  CONSTITUTION

1, NAME: The orgenisation sh-~1ll be czlled the AFRICAN PEQFLE'S DEMOCRATIC
UNIOW of SOUTHEEN AFRICA (A.P.D.U.S.A.) :

2., AIMS AND OBJECTS: The aims and objects of the A.P.D.U.S.A. shall be:

(2) To organise, and enrcl ss members, peonle on the basis of the policy
and programme herein set forth, and for the achievement of these
objectives;

(b) To spread political education smongst members of the A.F.D.U.S.A. and
the public generally by means of meetings, mass rallies and demonstra-
tions, lectures and publications, for the achievement of these
objectives;

(¢) To struggle for the liguidation of the National Oppression of the
oppressed people in Southern Africa, that is, the removal of all the
disabilities and restrictions besed on grounds of race and colour, and
the acquisition by the Whole Nation of those democratic rights at
present enjoyed by only a small section of the population, namely the
white people;

(d) To achieve the greatest ideological end organisational unit; amongst
the oppresssed people - between the workers in the urban centres and
the peasants and workers in the rursl arecs;

(e) To affilicte to the Mon-Europecn Unity lovement in order to give form
and substance to these objectives and to build the unity of the
oppressed in both towm and country;

(£f) To form Brenches of the A.P.D.U.S.A. wherever the Central Executive
daews necessary, in order to build and extend the A.P.D.U.S.A. and
to assist in the formation of local Unity Committees of the
Non~-Eurcpean Unity Movement.

3. PROGRAMME AND POLICY:

(a) ™e Progromme of the A.P.D.U.S.A, shall be the 10-Point Programme of
the Non-EBuropean Unity lfovement as laid dovm by the founding
Conference of the N.E.U.M. in December, 1943.

(b) The policy of the A.P.D.U.S.A. shall be leaid down by the National
Conference and shrll be consistent witk the policy of non-collabora-
tion as laid down by the Conferences of the Non-European Unity
Movement; +the weapon of the boycott shall be the means whereby, in
the mein, this policy shall be implemented.

(e) The democratic demands and aspirations of the oppressed workers and
pecsants shall be paramount in the orientation of the A.P.D.U.S.A.
in both its short term cnd its long term objectives.

4. OFFICERS:

(a) The Officers of the A,P.D.U.S.i. shall consist of a President, a
Vice-President, = General Secretary, an Assistant Secretary, a
Trensurer, and a Publications Officer.

{b:} The Officera ahall bo elected by the Nationel Conference and shall
hold office until the rise of tho next oncocodling conferenca, when
they moy stand for re-election.

(c) Bone fide delegntes attending the Conference shall elect the
officers by ordin~ry majority vote procedure.

(d) "hen an official position becomes vacant the Central Executive
shall fill the vaconcy; and the official thus elected shall hold
an acting position until the rise of the next succeeding conference.
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5. EXECUTIVE COHMITTEE:

(a) All the officers, together with five ordinary members and the repre-

(b)

(e)

(a)

(e)

6.
(a)

(b)

sentatives of the duly established Provincial Executives shall
constitute the Central Executive Committee of the organisations the
five ordinary members shall be elected in the scme manner as the
officers, and the representatives of Provincial Executives shall be
elected by and from smongst the members of the said Provincial Executive.

The representatives of the Provineizl Executives on the Central Executive
shall be elected annually in the following manner:-
(i) Two representatives shall be elected by every Provincial
Executive;
(ii) Additional representatives shall be elected where the total
membership of the Branches comprising the Province exceeds
1,000 when one additional representative shall be elected
for every 500 members in excess of 1,000, provided that in
no case shall any Provincial Executive be entitled to elect
more than five (5) such representatives to the Central Executive.

A quorum ot a Central Executive meeting shall at no time be less than
one-third of the full membership of the Executive; provided too that
at least two officers shall be present.

The Central Executive shall have power to implement conferefice decisions,
to carry out the affairs of the A.P.D.U.S.A. in pursuance of the aims
and objects, and to frame regulations not inconsistent with this
Constitution.

The Central Executive shall meet from time to time when summoned by
the President, but in any event not less than once in every six months.

HIP:
Membership shall be open to all persons over the age of eighteen years
who subscribe to the aims and objects of the A.P.D.U.S.A. and accepti

its programme and policy.

The membership of any proposed member shall be subject to acceptance
by the Centrnl Executive Committee.

Any person who in any way wilfully collaborates with herrenvolk or un-
domocratic institutions; or is in any woy wilfully associated with
herrenvolk or undemocratic activities; or does not subscribe to the
aims and objects, and undermincs the progromme and policy of the
A.P.D.U.5.A. shall be ineligible for membership or, if he is a member,
shall be removed from membership by the Central Executive Committee.

7. SUBSCRIPTIQONS:

(2)
(b)

(e)

()

Every member shall pay a subscription of 25 cents (2/6d) upon
registration and an ennual subscription of 25 cents.

Anrmaal subseriptions are due and payable on lst January of each and
every yecoar, but members who join the A.P.D.U.S.A. during the month of
December shnll not be linble for the annual subscription fee for the

ensuing year.

411 subseriptions are payable to the General Secretary, who shall
issue a receipt for the amount and a Registretion Card to the
member in compliance.

All subscriptions together with all other funds raised in any manner
whatsoever by any branch shall be the property of, and shall vest
immediately in, the Central Executive who may, in its sole discretion,
suthorise any branch to use such funds on such conditions as it may
decm fit to impose.

411 monies collected or received by the Central Executive or any
branch shall be deposited in a banking account, which shall be opened
in the nome of the organisation, within forty-eight hours of its
recoipt and not later than the first business day after its receipt,
unless specizl circumstances mske it impossible to do so, in which
event it shall bec so deposited 2t the first reasonable opportunity.
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8. FPROVIIICIAL EXECUTIViS:
(2) There shall be established for the several provinces of the Union of

(b)

(c)

(a)

South Africa the following 'rovincizl Executive committoess
(i) The Vestern Cape: being the ares up to and including Knysna,
D Anr, Kimberley, Mafeking, Springbok;
(ii) The Erstcrn Cope;
(iii) The Transvcal;
(iv) Natal;
(v) The Orange Free Stote; '
(vi) 4ny such other area or part of an area as the Central Execu-
tive may deem fit to declare to have the status of a
provincial executive.

Election of Provincial Executives: The several provincial executives

shall bc elected anmually in the following monners:

(i) All the duly accredited branches in each provinciel area
shall be entitled to be represented on such provincial
executivzs in the following manners:

Each accredited branch having a minimum of 50 memn-
bers, shall be entitled to one (1) representative
on the provineial executive, provided that where
the membership of such branch shell exceed five
hundred (500) then it shall be entitled to one (1)
addition~l representative on such exezcutive for
every two hundred and fifty (250) members in excess
of five hundred (500) and provided further that in
no casc shnll any bronch be entitled to elect mors
than five (5) such representatives to the provin-
cial executive, and subject to the condition thnt
no such representaotive shall be elected to the said
provincial exccutive unless he is, at the time of
his election, a member in good stending of tbe
executive of the said branch which elécts Hiuw.
(11) A11 such representatives shall comprisc the Provincial
Lxecutive, who shall, out of their ovm number, elect a
Chrirman, a Vice-Chairman, o Secretery and a Treasurer.

Functions of Provincisl Executives: The functions of the Provincial

Exccutives shall be to co-ordinate and direct the functions and duties
of «£ll branches in such province, and to cerry out all duties assigned
to it by the Centril Executive.

Powers of Provinecinl Executives: The Provinecinl Executives shall have

the powers to carry out all decisions and policies of the Central
Exccutive, to enforce any disciplinary measure, and to administer and
control such funds as may from time to time be assigned to it, on

such conditions as the Central Executive in its discretion may determine.

9. ERANCHES:

(a)

The right to estoblish, recognise or disestablish Branches of the
A.P.D.U.S.A. ghall west in the Central Executive.

(b) No person shall use thc name of the A.F.D.U.S.A., nor easteblish &

(c)

Branch of the A.P.D.U.S.A. unless he hos been given the permission

of the Central Executive to do so; nor shall any persons continue

to use the name of the A.P.D.U.S.A. nor continue as officers of a
Branch if the Central Executive has disestablished such Branch or
specifically disavowed such persons using the name of the A.P.D.U.S.A.

When a Branch of the A.P.D.U.S.A. has been disestoblished all the
property of the Branch shall forthwith be returned by the persons
concerned to the Central Executive, in whom all rights of possession
of Branch properties shall a2t all timcs wvest.
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CONFERENCES :

(a)

(b)

(e)

(d)
(e)
(f)

The Centrzl Executive shall have the power to summon Regional and

National Conferences of the A.P.D.U.S.A. at a time and place
convenient for the general memberszhip.

A1l branches shell be entitled to he represented at all conferences,
regional or liational, called by the Central Executive, and shall be

entitled to representation at such conferences on the same basis and
in the same proportions as provided for in Clause 8 (b) (i) of this

Constitution. Such representatives shall be the delegates of such

branch to such conference.

Notwithstanding the provisions of Clause (10) (b), above, all members
of all branches in good standing shall be eniitled to attend all
national conferences of the organisation and to take part in all
deliberations nt such conferences, provided however that only
delegates shall be entitled to vote on eny matter requiring voting
at such conferences.

The National Conference of the organisation shell be the supreme
policy-meking body of the organisation.

The business at Regional Conferences shall be such as is determined
by the Central Executiva.

The business at the National Conference shall include:-
(i) An Address by the President;
(ii) A Revort of the Central Executive Committee;
(iii) An nudited Pinanciel Statement;
(iv) The election of Officers and the edditionsl Executive members;
(v) Chenges and additions to the Constitution, if any;
(vi) Any other matter as the Central Executive mey determine.

GEFERAL PROVISIQNS:
(a2) The Central Exccutive shall be empowered to transact its financial

)
(¢)

(d)
()

business through a recognised commercial bank; any two of the
fo'lowing Officers shall be empowered to transaect such business:
Pregident, Generzl Secretery, Treasurer.

The Central Executive may levy members or Branches and raise funds by
other means in order to finance the running of the A.P.D.U.S.A.

Phe Central Exccutive shall submit the books of “he A.P.D.U.S.A.
annuzlly to two excminers who shall be elected by the Executive from
gmongst the general membership; members of the Executive shall be
ineligible as examiners.

The financial ycer of the A.P.D.U.S.A. shall end on 30th November.

Amendments to the Constitution: Notices of changes and additions to
the Constitution shrll be submitted in writing to the General Secretary
by Branches or members; such notices shall reach the Central Executive
at lcast one month before the National Conference; all such changes
and additions shall require a two-thirds majority of the members

present at the time of voting on such amendments in order to become
effective.
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